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Natural Born Citizens
(290 Million) 

Legal Residency Unauthorized Residency
(or Illegal or 

Undocumented Aliens)
Immigrant Visas (i.e., Permanent Residency/Green Card)

Non-Immigrant Visas (i.e., Temporary Residency)

2.2 Million 
(4.8% of Foreign-Born Population) 

(0.6% of Total U.S. Residents)

Countries of Origin
(Excluding Dreamers)

Deferred Action for  
Childhood Arrivals

Four Paths to Naturalized U.S. 
Citizenship  

U.S. Born Residents 
(290 Million)

U.S. 
Population 

(Detailed)

Birthright Citizenship

14th Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution: 

“All persons born or naturalized in 
the United States, and subject to 

the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens 
of the United States and of the 

State wherein they reside.” 
(adopted July 9, 1868)

290 Million
(86.4% of Total U.S. Residents)

20.7 Million 
(45.3% of Foreign-Born Population)

(6.2% of Total U.S. Residents)

10.5 Million 
(23% of Foreign-Born Population)

(3.1% of Total U.S. Residents)

Mexico (~4.95 million) 

El Salvador (~750,000) 

Guatemala (~600,000)

India (~525,000)

Honduras (~400,000)

Philippines (~160,000)

China (~375,000)

South Korea (~150,000)

Brazil (~160,000)

Other (~1.39 million)

Dominican Rep. (~240,000)

Visa Process
Department of Homeland Security

DACA program protects 
undocumented immigrants 

(“Dreamers”) from deportation 
and allows them to work in U.S. 

if:

Approximately 800,000 
immigrants have been granted 

status under the DACA program

No clear pathway to citizenship 
for Dreamers

Birthright Citizenship is Not 
Common Globally

Many nations do not recognize 
birthright citizenship including India, 

China, Spain, UK, Switzerland, 
Australia, Germany, France, 

Finland, Ireland, Singapore, Italy, 
Pakistan, Angola, and Tanzania.

They arrived before turning 16 
years of age

They have lived in the U.S. for 
five years

They graduated from high school 
or served honorably in the 

military

They were brought into the U.S. 
illegally by their parents

They are not older than 30 years 
of age

Lawful Permanent 
Resident for 5 Years

Marriage to a U.S. 
Citizen

Child of a U.S. Citizen

Service in the U.S. 
Military

800,000 Naturalization Applications 
Per Year

Issue Immigrant and 
Non-Immigrant Visas

U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Services (USCIS)

Oversees entry into U.S. manages immigration 
process and e-Verify System for Employers, 

conducts background checks for visa applicants and 
naturalization ceremonies, collects biometric data 
from vis applicants, facilitates foreign adoptions, 

processes refugee applications and grants asylum

Investigate Violations and 
Enforces Immigration Laws, 
including Detention/Removal

Submit Application 
or Petition for Visa 

Approve Visa Petitions 
and Prepares Applicants 

for Interview by U.S. 
Embassy or Consulate

Department of 
State

Issues visas, manages 
diversity visa lottery, 

Embassies/Consulates 
conduct interviews of 

visa applicants, 
provides aid to refugees

Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement

Visa 
Applicants

1

2

3

4

Patrol Border

Non-Citizen Residents 
(25 Million)

United States Citizens
(310.7 Million)

U.S. 
Population 
(335.7  Million 
Individuals)

Foreign Born, Naturalized U.S. 
Citizens

Natural Born U.S. Citizens

Foreign Born Residents
(45.7 Million)

12.3 Million
(26.9% of Foreign-Born Population)

(3.7% of Total U.S. Residents)

Customs and Border Protection


